[Intravitreal bevacizumab for neovascular age-related macular degeneration].
The efficacy and safety of the therapeutic anti-VEGF concept has already been demonstrated for pegaptanib and ranibizumab. Bevacizumab acts as an antibody against all VEGF-A isoforms and has been developed for oncological indications with intravenous application. Initial reports on intravitreal administration in patients with neovascular age-related macular disease (AMD) have shown beneficial morphological and functional effects. In the meantime, bevacizumab has been used off-label in thousands of patients with AMD. However, data from prospective, controlled, randomized trials on both safety and efficacy are lacking. Herein recent experiences with bevacizumab are summarized and discussed. Furthermore, a web-based platform for online data registration and pooled analyses is presented.